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Tail-Chalking Protocol





Heat Detection Training





Tail chalking or striping has become a popular method of heat detection on today’s commercial dairy operations. It provides a quick and efficient system to identify cows that have stood to be mounted by other cows since the previous tail chalking/heat detection session. Rubbed off cows are likely in heat but need to be observed for secondary signs to confirm the “in heat” diagnosis. The secondary signs


of estrus are especially important for partially rubbed off or questionable cows. Use of oil based livestock marker sticks are the most popular striping material and are available in a wide





selection of colors. Some helpful


tips to make the most of your tail


chalking program are listed below.


• Chalk should be applied while cows are restrained by lock-ups or


palpation rail.


• Remove loose hair from tail head


area with brush or curry comb before applying chalk. The ideal chalk mark is applied from the high point of the back to the slope of the tail with a width of 1-2 inches (see Photo 1).


• Chalk should be reapplied every


day to every cow for optimal results. After the initial stripe is applied, one stripe per day is sufficient to refresh the marking.





Do not over apply as extra heavy


chalk lines will be more difficult to


read, especially on questionable,


low activity cows.


• Be observant of secondary signs


of estrus such as:


• Presence of mucus, ruffled hair,


dirt over back and sides


• Swollen vulva and presence of


mucus or blood on tail


• Inside of vulva is red and slippery


• Check records to determine if cow exhibits normal heat cycle


• Palpate for uterine tone and mucus


• Using chalk write date on loin in


front of hip to easily identify cows


recently bred.





Photo 1: Ideal Tail Chalk Mark Position





Photo 2: Partial Tail Chalk Mark Rub-Off





Photo 3: Total Tail Chalk Mark Rub-Off
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Using chalk write the date bred on loin in front of hip to easily identify cows recently bred.
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Tail-Chalking Protocol
Heat Detection Training


Tail chalking or striping has
become a popular method of heat
detection on today’s commercial
dairy operations. It provides a quick
and efficient system to identify cows
that have stood to be mounted by
other cows since the previous tail
chalking/heat detection session.
Rubbed off cows are likely in heat but
need to be observed for secondary
signs to confirm the “in heat” 
diagnosis. The secondary signs 
of estrus are especially important 
for partially rubbed off or 
questionable cows.


Use of oil based livestock marker
sticks are the most popular striping
material and are available in a wide


selection of colors. Some helpful 
tips to make the most of your tail 
chalking program are listed below.


• Chalk should be applied while cows
are restrained by lock-ups or
palpation rail.


• Remove loose hair from tail head
area with brush or curry comb
before applying chalk. The ideal
chalk mark is applied from the
high point of the back to the slope
of the tail with a width of 1-2
inches (see Photo 1). 


• Chalk should be reapplied every
day to every cow for optimal
results. After the initial stripe is
applied, one stripe per day is
sufficient to refresh the marking.


Do not over apply as extra heavy
chalk lines will be more difficult to
read, especially on questionable,
low activity cows.


• Be observant of secondary signs
of estrus such as:
• Presence of mucus, ruffled hair,


dirt over back and sides 
• Swollen vulva and presence of


mucus or blood on tail
• Inside of vulva is red and slip-


pery 
• Check records to determine if


cow exhibits normal heat cycle
• Palpate for uterine tone and


mucus
• Using chalk write date on loin in


front of hip to easily identify cows
recently bred.
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Photo 1: Ideal Tail Chalk Mark Position Photo 3: Total Tail Chalk Mark Rub-OffPhoto 2: Partial Tail Chalk Mark Rub-Off






